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ά²Ƙȅ are our property taxes 
so high? Because we have too 
many local governments, and 
we have had them for too 
long ... 10,500 local 
governments. These are 
towns, villages, fire district, 
water district, library, sewage 
districtτone district just to 
count the other districts in 
case you missed a ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦέ



ά9ǾŜǊȅ morning you wake up 
and you're turning on 10,500 
light switches, you're starting 
10,500 fleets of cars, you're 
paying 10,500 insurance 
ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΦέ





άΧ ƭƻŎŀƭ property taxes are 
the problemΦέ

άLǘΩǎ from the waste and 
duplication of our over 
10,000 local governmentsΦέ



Actual Number of Local Governments* 
in NYS, per U.S. Census Bureau, 2012:



Actual Number of Local Governments* 
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3,453
*Criteria: 

V existence as an organized entity
V governmental character
V substantial autonomy
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Local Governments in NY
ό{ǘŀǘŜ /ƻƳǇǘǊƻƭƭŜǊΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘύ

Å57Counties
Å62 Cities
Å555 Villages
Å698 School Districts
Å932 Towns
Å867 Fire Districts
Å350 Local Public Authorities
Å728 Special Purpose Districts
Å867 Fire Districts
Å6,900 Town-only Special Districts
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ÅAll regions of NYS, except NYC, employ more public school 
and community college FTEs relative to population. 
Differences range from Mid-Hudson average of 17% to 
Upstate average of 39% more public education FTEs.

ÅAll regions of NYS have more total FTEs than US average 
(NYC well above average in public safety, public welfare, 
hospitals & housing).

ÅUpstate is slightly below US average in public safety FTEs.

ÅAll NY regions significantly above US average instructional 
salaries, ranging from 57% above upstate to 131% above 
on Long Island.










