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Basic political 
demographics

Â 11.6 million registered voters.

Â 5.5 million registered Democrats.

Â 2.9 million registered Republicans.

Â 2.9 million minor party registered 

voters or voters not registered in 

any party (2.3 million).
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Redistricting

Â Conducted each decade, the next 

redistricting will be in place for the 

2012 elections.

Â Must meet federal standards.

Â To the greatest extent practicable, 

must be ñcompactò and 

ñcontiguous.ò
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Critique:

Â Lax standards allow bizarre shaped 

districts.

Â Lax standards undermine ñone person, 

one vote.ò

Â Partisan mapmakers protect incumbents 

and legislative majorities.

Â When combined with a disgraceful 

system of campaign financing, New 

Yorkers are left without meaningful 

elections.
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